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extreme severity. Imprisonment in many cases was of course i necessary consequence of accusation as well as of conviction, and the Turkish prisons even in the capital are still, I fear, very much what ours were two or three centuries ago.
" A decree is one thing, its execution is another. A striking instance of this came under rny own observation. It so happened that an English traveller was murdered on the high road somewhere in Asia Minor, and it became my duty to send down a Turkish agent for the discovery of the murderer. On his return my emissary reported what he had done, and he did not hesitate to describe the kinds of torture which he had permitted in order to enforce confession. One of the means employed for that purpose was the application of a metal basin, awfully heated, to the crown of the head. The sufferer, moreover, was a respectable woman who endured the pain rather than expose her youthful niece to a similar infliction.
"An onerous excise tax may not come under the head of torture, but it approaches so near in its pressure on some classes that I may take credit here for obtaining the abolition of the iktisab, which produced a revenue of forty millions of piastres.
" In Turkey the political and social system being founded on what passes among its Mohammedan inhabitants for Divine inspiration, the difficulty of removing abuses or introducing reforms must obviously be in proportion to the degree in which they affect any religious prejudice. This remark does not apply exclusively to the votaries of Islam. Jews and Christians are alike jealous of their respective forms, and unwilling to admit the rights of conscience in spiritual matters. The relation in which they stand towards the Porte enables them, moreover, to call in the arm of Turkish authority in support of their bigoted pretensions. The Protestants having no such appeal to make were constantly exposed to obstruction and persecution directed against them as occasion offered from every side. No member of church or synagogue, who migrated to another religious body, could hope to effect his purpose with impunity. It was therefore with. great